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The Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance is the only statewide anti-hunger organization in Arkansas.  We 
work with the six Feeding America food banks, hundreds of food pantries, school districts, senior 
centers, out of school programs, businesses, and elected officials.  The Alliance works in multiple ways, 
securing food for food banks, serving as lead partner for the statewide “No Kid Hungry” campaign, 
assisting with SNAP outreach, teaching low-income families how to shop and cook healthy on a budget, 
and advocating for food policies to help those we serve.    

Throughout 2020, the pandemic caused food needs in Arkansas skyrocket.  Many responded to help, 
including the USDA and the State of Arkansas.  Arkansas’ food banks distributed more than ninety-five 
million pounds of food during this time.  That is a thirty-million-pound increase over the previous year.   

The current year, 2021 has been a year of challenges.  While federal programs have dissipated and state 
funding successfully utilized, the need has not declined.  Christie Jordan, CEO of the Food Bank of 
Northeast Arkansas elaborates “In calendar year 2021, the Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas has 
experienced a 26% decrease in food donations from January 1 through October 31, 2021, as compared 
to the same period in 2020.  This equates to a decrease of 1,811,148 pounds of food or 1,509,290 
meals.  Yet we are not experiencing a corresponding decrease in the number of people served.  Our 
mobile pantry lines have been longer than usual with record numbers of new people seeking food 
assistance.  At a recent distribution in Craighead County, more than 60% of the food recipients had not 
received food assistance previously this year.” 

The Arkansas Foodbank continues to see new clients at mobile distributions and through agencies. 
Clients report that job opportunities have not rebounded and that many jobs are not re-opening, 
especially in rural communities. Additionally, with supply chain issues caused by COVID, food prices have 
risen drastically. Low-income families are disproportionately affected by these increases. Arkansas 
Foodbank’s ability to acquire donated food and to purchase food continues to be affected by COVID. 
The reduction in government support in 2021 has caused a need for additional food at food banks. 

Jeff Quick, CEO of the Food Bank of North Central Arkansas states, “As we move into the holiday season, 
hunger as well as other social issues exasperated by hunger, are a grave concern for me. We continue to 
see significant requests of the food bank and our network. To meet the need, we need significant 
support.” 
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As with any economic downturn, the people who can least afford it recover last and do not have the 
resources to lose in the first place.  According to the 2019 Map the Meal Gap, when food insecurity rates 
were finally returning to pre-2008 recession rates, 16.6 % of Arkansans were food insecure.  That’s 
almost five hundred thousand Arkansans, before the pandemic.  The thirty-million-pound increase of 
food distribution in 2020 tells a story.  The need is still there, and food banks need food. The approval of 
the following budget will provide critical support for the Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance in supporting 
their efforts to address food insecurity, especially in vulnerable populations such as our children, our 
elderly, and our families statewide. 

The Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance asks for Cares Act funding in the largest amount possible.  The 
following budgets are examples of food that could be purchased immediately. 

$1,000,000 – approximately 26 truckloads 

1-T/L Chicken, chunk in water, 24/5 oz $ 66,844.80 
1-T/L Tuna in water, 48/5 oz.  $ 76,227.20 
1-T/L Canned Ham, 24/12 oz  $ 63,336.00 
1-T/L Ground Turkey, 12/1#  $ 52,790.40 
1-T/L Peanut Butter, 12/18 oz  $ 47,457.90 
1-T/L Pinto Beans, dry, 24/1#  $ 30,266.43 
1-T/L Beef Ravioli, 24/15 oz.  $ 32,966.40 
1-T/L Carrots, sliced, 24/15 oz.  $ 27,907.20 
1-T/L Corn, whole kernel, 24/15 oz. $ 28,672.50 
1-T/L Green Beans, 24/15 oz.  $ 27,861.30 
1-T/L Mixed Vegetables, 24/15 oz. $ 25,245.00 
15-T/L Assorted Grocery  $505,425.17 
Administrative Costs   $  15,000.00 
     $1,000,000. 

$500,000 – approximately 12 truckloads 

1-T/L Chicken, chunk in water, 24/5 oz $66,844.80 
1-T/L Tuna in water, 48/5 oz.  $76,227.20 
1-T/L Canned Ham, 24/12 oz  $63,336.00 
1-T/L Ground Turkey, 12/1#  $52,790.40 
1-T/L Peanut Butter, 12/18 oz  $47,457.90 
1-T/L Pinto Beans, dry, 24/1#  $30,266.43 
1-T/L Carrots, sliced, 24/15 oz.  $27,907.20 
2-T/L Corn, whole kernel, 24/15 oz. $57,334.40 
2-T/L Green Beans, 24/15 oz.  $55,722.60 
1-T/L Mixed Vegetables, 24/15 oz. $25,245.00 
Administrative Costs   $  7,500.00 
     $510,631.93 (overages will be adjusted by pallet quantities) 


